
So, You Want to be a 
Better Photographer? 

Landscape Photography 



Landscape photography can bring your audience to another place. 
I want you to learn to capture sweeping landscapes and natural details! 
Consider the mood of a scene- heading out to do some shooting on a 
foggy morning, rainy evening, or a sunny day at golden hour will produce 
a different mood for any image. Some of the most important things to 
remember with this type of work is lighting and composition. Be mindful 
of the rule of thirds, your framing- what do you want to include- and any 
linear elements moving through your frame- streams, hiking trails, roads, 
etc. that will fade off into your horizon line. Ansel Adams was a master of 
the American landscape; check out some of his work to better 
understand how to change your perspective in landscape photography.  

Landscape photography seems like it ought to be simple but it can 
be quite difficult to capture well. What do you want in the scene? An 
entire mountain range or just one peak with trees in your foreground?
Consider reflections- lakes and still-moving rivers can be really 
compelling ways to show rolling hills and fall foliage. A tripod can be 
your friend here too, if you have one. The weather can be really important 
when shooting landscape photography; use this as an aesthetic choice, 
not a setback!  



[This photo was taken on a wet, foggy morning and that weather is 
being used to enhance this composition. See how it changes the mood? 
Did your eye also catch that this image is composed in thirds?] 

Another helpful tip for landscape photography is to use leading 
lines in your composition. This is a technique that carves an easy path for 
the viewer’s eye to follow through a scene. It helps to create movement 
and direct your eye to the subject.  

!
[This image uses leading lines to draw your eye up the coastline 

and back into the horizon. What other compositional tricks and design 
elements do you spot being utilized here?] 



As always, shoot a lot of images. Learning how to take great 
photographs comes with the advice to “practice, practice, practice!” so 
shoot whatever you are drawn to and shoot it often. Good luck! 

!


