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I, Too, Sing:  A Celebration of Classical Composers of the African Diaspora
Candace Burgess 
About
I, Too, Sing  is a record lecture recital series created to educate the general public on Classical composers of the African Diaspora. This virtual residency is designed for grades 3-12 and will address the song collection ,  “Five Creole Songs” as arranged by Camille Nickerson. 
 Published in 1942,  “Five Creole Songs” as arranged by Camille Nickerson where published to introduce and educate the general public about Afro-Creole culture in Louisiana. Through the lens of these pieces, students will learn about the history of Afro-creoles in Louisiana, the contributions of Afro- Creoles to classical music, while learning musical terminology and  song structure.
Structure 
Each lesson will last be pre-recorded and will last somewhere between 45 minutes to an hour. Each lesson will have 3 different recorded version: one for grades 3-5, one for grades 6-8 and one for grades 9-12. Presently there are six lessons in total:
1) Introduction 
2) Chere mo lemmè toi 
3) Lizette, ma chêre amie
4) Dansé Conni Conné!
5) Fais Do Do and Michieau Banjo
6) Wrap Up 
Schedule
1) July 10th 2020:  Introduction 
2) July 17th 2020 Chere mo lemmè toi 
3) July 31st 2020: Lizette, ma Chêre Amie
4) August 7th 2020: Dansé Conni Conné!
5) August 14th 2020 Fais Do Do and Michieau Banjo
6) August 21st 2020: Wrap Up 
Lesson Plans 
I. Introduction 
a. Objectives
i. Learn about the composer 
ii. Learn Musical terms about the work 
iii. Introduce students to Afro-Creole culture and what influenced its creation. 
b. Key Vocabulary
i. Composer
ii. Creole 
iii. Afro-Creole 
iv. Black Creoles 
v. Kouri Vini
vi. Song cycle 
vii. Folk song 
viii. Folk groups 
c. Activities and experiences 
i. Sample translation sheet 
ii. Key terms handout 
iii. Video clips
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtBTfqgHbv0
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idXJBmDMmU8
d. Key Takeaways
i. Grades 3-5
1. Learn how to read translation sheets 
2. Know who Camille Nickerson is and her contribution to classical music.
3. Know the meaning of the key terms.
4. Know where Louisiana is located. 
ii. Grades 6-8
1. Know who Camille Nickerson is and her contribution to classical music.
2. Know the meaning of the key terms with some nuances.
3. Learn how to read use and read translation 
4. Know where Louisiana is located
5. Know basic facts about Louisiana’s history and when it became apart of the US  
iii. Grades 9-12 
1. Know who Camille Nickerson is and her contribution to classical music.
2. Know the meaning of the key terms and their nuances(e.g. The complex meaning of the word Creole). 
3. Learn how to read use and read translation 
4. Know where Louisiana is located
5. Know basic facts about Louisiana’s history and when it became a part of the US  
II. Chere mo lemmè toi 
a. Objectives
i. Learn about the piece 
ii. Learn about how its structured 
iii. Understand its meaning 
iv. Learn song structure
v. Understand the history behind the piece
b. Key Vocabulary 
i. Mardi Gras 
ii. Carnival 

iii. Rex
iv.  Krewes 
v. Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club
vi. Throws
vii. Doubloons
viii. Flambeau carriers
c. Key takeaways 
i.  History of Mardi Gras in New Orleans 
ii. Learn how to divide music into section based on text and musical content. 
d. Activities and experiences 
i. Sample translation sheet 
ii. Video handout 
iii. Voices of Louisiana Worksheet
III. Lizette, ma chêre amie
a. Objectives 
i. Learn about slavery in Louisiana 
ii. Learn song structure 
b. Key Vocabulary 
i. Domestique 
ii. Code Noir 
c. Activities and experiences 
i. Sample translation sheet 
ii. Video handout 
iii. Video clips 
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-L00wgZ4J8&t=1s
d. Key takeaways
i. Grades 3-5
1. History of slavery in Louisiana
2. Life of slaves in Louisiana
3. How to divide music into sections based on text and musical content.
ii.  Grades 6-8 
1. History of slavery in Louisiana
2. Life of slaves in Louisiana
3. How to divide music into sections based on text and musical content. 
4. Learn some of the differences between slavery in the rest of United States versus slavery in Louisiana 
5. Learn how to divide music into section based on text and musical content. 
iii. Grades 9-12 
1. History of slavery in Louisiana
2. Life of slaves in Louisiana
3. How to divide music into sections based on text and musical content. 
4. Learn the key differences between slavery in the rest of United States versus slavery in Louisiana 
5. Learn how to divide music into section based on text and musical content. 
IV. Dansé Conni Conné! and Fais Do Do 
a. Objectives 
i. Learn about family structure of slaves/ black people  in Louisiana 
ii. Learn about Folk life 
iii. Learn how to divide music into section based on text and musical content. 
b. Keywords 
i. Folklore 
ii. Oral tradition 
iii. Belief 
iv. Folk group 
v. Folk life
vi. Custom  
vii. Loup Garou
viii. Grand Lou- Lou 
c. Activities and experiences 
i. Sample translation sheet 
ii. Video handout 
iii. Video clip
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-L00wgZ4J8&t=1s
d. Key takeaways 
i. Learning about Louisiana folklife and family structure 
ii. Understanding song structure   
V. Michieau Banjo
a. Objectives 
i. Learn about Louisiana’s Creoles of Color 
ii. Learn about opera culture in Louisiana 
iii. Learn how to divide music into section based on text and musical content. 
b. Key terms 
i. Creoles of Color 
ii. Black Creoles
iii. Afro-creole 

iv. Classical Music 
v. Opera 
c. Activities and experiences 
i. Sample translation sheet 
ii. Video handout 
iii. Video clip
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FO8oHZjA768
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tfVpHYyDcY
d. Key takeaways  (All Grades) 
i. What are Creoles of Color
ii. Creoles of color and their contribution to classical music 
iii. Black creoles vs Creole of Color 
iv. Learning Song structure  
VI. Wrap Up 
a. Objectives 
i. Summarize content learned 
ii. Talk about how Creole culture has shaped classical music today
b. Key takeaway  
i. History of Mardi Gras in Louisiana 
ii. History of Slavery in Louisiana 
iii. History of Domestic life in Louisiana for Black people
iv. Creoles of Color and Opera 
Material list 
· Translations print outs
· Key Terms Printout 
· Activity Printouts 
Marketing 
The project can be marketed to the general public via social media. For this project, I plan on creating a Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube pages specifically for this project. In order to create traffic to the video, I will  pay for online ads as well as upload clips of the presentations to social media sites.  
https://64parishes.org/entry/code-noir-of-louisiana
https://64parishes.org/entry/slavery-in-french-colonial-louisiana
https://64parishes.org/entry/creoles
https://64parishes.org/entry/mardi-gras-in-new-orleans
https://64parishes.org/entry/spanish-colonial-louisiana/
http://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Articles_Essays/creole_art_french_folklore.html
http://www.frenchcreoles.com/ArtTheater/les%20cenelles/Creole%20Folklore.html
http://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Virtual_Books/Swapping/creole_books_swapping_sto_glossary.html
http://www.louisianavoices.org/edu_outline.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW4UA16PGKQ
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