Making Your Own Remixes in Ableton
Detailed Description of Workshop or Residency Session
In this 18 minute video, students will learn the technical skills to create their own remix in Ableton Live. Students can obtain Ableton Live Lite for free by purchasing the beat making app Koala, which can be purchased for $3.99 on iOS and Android smartphones or tablets. After purchasing the Koala app, students can enter their email address within the app to receive their complementary Ableton license. In addition to Ableton Live Lite, students will need to access the Touch the Sky instrumental and and acapella, which will be included on the Creative Learning Rapid Response website.
Objective(s) and/or Standards: Students will learn the process required to create a remix in Ableton using an acapella and an instrumental of two different songs.
NSA MU:Cr2.1.T.HSI:  Select melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work using digital tools and resources.
Materials Needed: (please be specific!)
Laptop
Koala App
Ableton Live Lite
Touch the Sky Instrumental + Acapella
Warm Up/Introduction:  (30 seconds)
Defining “remix” in our tutorial
Outline of Session or Activity:
Part I: Choosing our Instrumental & Determining its BPM   (6 mins)
· Students will use instrumental of DJ Shoe’s remix to Kanye West’s “Touch the Sky”
· Drag and drop into Ableton session
· Identify the downbeat, the first beat of the first bar
· Determine its BPM by using the tap for BPM tool on All8’s website
· Tap spacebar along to song to determine the song’s tempo or beats per minute
· Teaching artist explains warping and leader vs. follower BPM in Ableton
· Teaching artists shows students how to make sure their segment BPM matches up to their beatgrid by adjusting song to beatgrid
Part II: Lining up our Instrumental to the Original Song of our Acapella   (6 mins)
· Repeat steps from Part I
· Download original song of the acapella you want to use in your remix from Youtube using YTMP3
· Drag song into Ableton
· Identify the downbeat, the first beat of the first bar
· Determine its BPM by using the tap for BPM tool on All8’s website
· Adjust song to beatgrid
· Once song is properly prepared, students will line it up on their Ableton project’s beatgrid to be in sync with their instrumental
Part III: Lining up our Acapella to our Original Song   (5 mins)
· Teaching artist explains how students need to make sure their acapella’s BPM is the exact same as the original song
· Copy and paste the original song’s BPM into the acapella’s BPM in the Seg. BPM box in the clip editing window
· Teaching artist demonstrates the slow and steady process of lining up acaplla to original song
· When properly lined up, the in-sync acapella and song will make the vocalist sound like they’re underwater. This is what we call a phasing effect.
Part IV: The Final Product   (1 min)
· Turn off the original song’s track in Ableton
· If done properly, student’s acapella should be exactly in line with their instrumental
Reflection/Closing:  (30 seconds)
· Teaching artist explains how this process and order of steps is the foundation to creating a remix from any instrumental and acapella combination
