Introduction: 
· Teaching Artist introduction and overview of the course. 
· Go over what we’ll need for this particular course:
· Headphones preferred, because listening for details in music
· Access to YouTube the integrated listening playlist
· Re-affirm that you don’t need prior knowledge in jazz/music theory in order to make this music, although understanding it informs the work
Session:
· J Dilla (5 mins)
· J Dilla was an artist and producer whose stretch of work from the mid-90’s into the early 2000’s shaped the sound of soul and hip-hop. His style of sampling became iconic, and went on to play a large part in the sounds behind artists like Common, Erykah Badu, and D’Angelo of the Soulquarians, Busta Rhymes and Pharcyde. Hailing from Detroit Michigan, he and his group Slum Village were torchbearers of an underground hip-hop style that garnered attention from the best artists of the time period. He took influence from great hip hop artists around him, while simultaneously taking influence from great jazz artists and impressionist composers of the 20th century. Dilla died in 2006, just a few days after the release of one of his seminal works, Donuts. 
· Dilla’s signature sampling style made heavy use of a midi production center (MPC) built and widely used in the 1990’s called the Akai MPC3000. This piece of equipment allowed producers to take audio from different sources and manipulate it to their liking, using touch-sensitive finger pads as the basis for beat making. While many iconic producers were using this equipment for their beats, Dilla differed from them uniquely in the way he inputted the information. While producers often quantized their beats (removed human error and placed the beats on a perfect grid), Dilla would allow his imperfections to be part of his signature. His beats, in turn, would feel “broken” and laid-back. The drum sounds in the majority of lo-fi chill beats take after his technique. 
· A lot of the information I have here is very well summarized in a YouTube info-video from Vox - On Dilla and his use of the mpc 3000 
· Nujabes (5 mins)
· Nujabes was a producer, record collector and independent label owner hailing from Tokyo, Japan. Like Dilla, Nujabes used sampling to create his beats. His style of creation leaned heavily on atmospheric sounds, while interweaving jazz harmonies and melodies. A lot of the soundscape for lofi can be attributed to early artists like Nujabes. 
· His style of music, impacted considerably by American jazz music and early hip hop artists, took prominence within the same era as J Dilla, but on the other side of the world. In addition to the music he created on his own, he integrated his unique sonic template into the Samurai Champloo animated series.
· A lot of the information I have here is very well summarized in a YouTube info-video from Genius - How Nujabes Influenced Lofi
· Listening (10 mins) - Listening Playlist
· To be able to hear how these influences in the genre make sense together, I made a YouTube playlist with some essential listening for the history of where lofi came from. In the playlist, works by impressionist composers, hip-hop artists and jazz pianists make sense together via their connection to lofi chill-beats. 
· Jazz artist that influenced the progenitors of chill beats
· Ahmad Jamal
· Bill Evans
· Keith Jarrett
· Classical Artists
· Ravel
· Debussy
· Satie
· Artists who continue(d) the tradition set by progenitors
· Robert Glasper
· MadLib
· MF Doom
Reflection/Closing (2 mins): Students, upon listening to the music, should try to reference similarities that they hear between the works of any of these artists, using descriptive vocabulary. 
