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Thumbprint Pals with Chu!
Detailed Description of Workshop or Residency Session: 
In this activity, participants will be using the shape of their thumb to create playful and fun characters. The object is to use minimal details and your imagination through doodles – the art of scribbling. The activity is meant to engage the participant in drawing with no pressure to be perfect – just to have fun!
Objective(s) and/or Standards: Students will create thumbprints, either with their own thumbs or out of stamps made from potatoes to make prints on paper using paint. The activity is for ages 3 and up – with adult supervision for the cutting of the potato. Family members can switch from being the stamper to the doodler and tag team with their imagination.
Materials Needed:
1. Non-toxic Paint – Used to paint thumbs or ink pad OR
    
Food Coloring – Used to make an ink pad
      2. Make-up Sponges – To be saturated with either paint or food coloring to make an ink pad
          OR Baby Wipes – To be saturated with food coloring to make an ink pad
      3. Aluminum Foil – to place under baby wipes to prevent drying
      4. Marker or Pen – to draw on top of thumb prints
      5. Potato – Clean alternative to make a thumbprint with – a faster means of production and            
          significantly less messy on the hands.
      6. Knife – To cut potato in half and create mock thumbprints
      7. Paper – to print and draw on
SESSION OUTLINE:
1. The activity will begin with creating an ink pad. With method A1, use a brush to thoroughly apply paint to the makeup sponge to become an ink pad. With method A2 you can either use the food coloring to saturate a makeup sponge or baby wipes, to then become your ink pad.
2. Once an ink pad has been made, the participant will stamp their thumb onto a piece of paper. If the participant wants to not get their hands too dirty, they can stamp a print onto a potato that has been cut in half (shown in the video) – this is also a faster method for production.
3. Once the print is dry they can begin doodling with the skills they learn in the next part of the video.
4. Using a marker or pen, the creation of the characters involves using one's imagination, and the letters “I V Y L O U”, which examples are provided in the video. The activity becomes collaborative if one person makes a thumbprint and the other draws on it, and vice versa.
5. That’s it! As far as non-paint alternatives, in the video I show how to make an ink pad from food coloring.
