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Shadow Puppet Theater Workshop with Katherine Sharpless
Detailed Description of Workshop or Residency Session: 
This approximately 15-minute-long recorded video tutorial is for children ages 5 to 10, with parental supervision, to create their own personal shadow puppet theaters and to learn storytelling tools. This tutorial will cover how to build the theater box from recycled and household materials, how to make paper cut out characters, and how to “set the stage”. There will also be story suggestions (fairy tales, prompts, etc.), and variations to explore (for example, the effects of different colored paper and light). After completion, students will have learned about a historically significant art form and have a craft that can provide hours of entertainment and imaginative exploration beyond the video tutorial. 
Objective(s) and/or Standards: 
Students will be able to build their own shadow puppet theater box and use it to tell stories using cut out characters and light. 
National Arts Standards VA:Cr1.1.Ka. Engage in exploration and imaginative play with materials. 
National Arts Standards VA:Cr1.2.2a. Make art or design with various materials and tools to explore personal interests, questions, and curiosity. 
National Arts Standards TH:Cr.1.1.5.b. Propose design ideas that support the story and given circumstances in a drama/theatre work. 
Materials Needed: 
Tools: tape, scissors, a light source (phone flashlight, handheld flashlight, or small lamp) 
Materials: cardboard box (cereal box, shoe box, delivery box are all acceptable), dark colored construction paper, translucent paper (tracing paper, parchment paper, and wax paper will work), and thin sticks (chopstick, straw, pencil, etc.) 
Warm Up/Introduction: (4 Minutes) 
- Brief preview of the final product, a shadow puppet show within the puppet theater - 
Teaching Artist introduction and overview of workshop - Brief recap of different types of shadow puppet theaters around the world - List of materials needed 
Outline of Session or Activity: 
1. Building the Theater Box (3 Minutes) 
a. Showing what types of boxes, big and small, will work for this tutorial 
b. Where to cut viewing portals (some younger kids may need parental supervision 
                   using the scissors on cardboard)
c. Cover the box in dark paper using tape 
d. Tape translucent paper into the front viewing portal of the theater 
2. Creating Characters (3 Minutes) 
a. List other stories students can use for their theater (fairy tales, fables, and short 
                  story prompts)

b. Introduce the story I will be using as an example, Cinderella 
c. Demonstrate how to draw characters on dark paper in the correct size for the 
                 theater, cut out characters with scissors
d. Tape stick to back of character cut out 
3. Putting on a Show (3 Minutes) 
a. Demonstrate light placement behind theater 
b. Show how to place and move characters to tell the story 
c. Demonstrate alternative ideas and tricks, for example: a smaller light shone close to the screen can look like the sun, how color can be used in shadows, how to use hand shadows, how to make props, etc. 
Reflection/Closing: (2 Minutes) 
- Finish by showing a short scene in the puppet theater, complete with characters, a prop, 
dialogue, and music
