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Thinking Like An Artist
Detailed Description of Workshop or Residency: 
We are artists, but how does an artist approach ideas and projects? Grades 7-9 will investigate this question in a three part series that explore design and creative thinking. Session one will explore a specific project objective, session two will explore an open project objective, and session three will combine projects to create a dynamic work of art. Participants are encouraged to use paper, magazine, and 2D drawing materials. Teaching Artist and participants will share their expressive voices through 2D art making, short writing prompts, and conversation. 
Objective(s) and/or Standards: 
Session one: create a work of art with specific (closed) objectives. “Create what you see via collage.”  
Session two: create a work of art with non-specific (open) objectives. “Draw from imagination using any art material.” 
Session three: Combine project one and two to create a unique work of art that demonstrates different processes and approaches. 
9.1.8.D. - Demonstrate knowledge of at least two styles within each art form through performance or exhibition of unique works. 
9.1.8.E.- Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works in the arts. 
9.1.8.H. - Demonstrate and maintain materials, equipment and tools safely at work and performance spaces. 
Materials Needed: 
Paper and 2D drawing materials. Your materials may include: notebook or construction paper, magazine for collage, tape and scissors, pencil, colored pencils, and markers. 
SESSION OUTLINE (#1): 
Warm Up/Introduction: 5 minutes
1. Warm hello from Teaching Artist and overview of class one
2. Participant introduction and icebreaker question 
3. How does an artist approach ideas and projects?
Materials: what will we be using? 5 minutes  
1. Teaching Artist shares materials
2. Participants hold up materials they brought
Mini Activity: practice with a closed objective, 5 minutes
1. What is a specific (closed) project objective?
2. How will we create art incorporating a closed project objective? 
3. Teacher demo while participants create practice 
Art Activity: Closed Objective, 20 minutes
1. What will we create?
2. Participants create along with Teaching Artist
Reflection/Closing: 10 minutes
1.Participants share art with group
2.Write down one thing you learned.  What was familiar or what was new?
3. Teaching artist recap, welcome invitation to session two, and fond farewell
SESSION OUTLINE (#2)
Warm Up/Introduction:  5 minutes
1.Warm hello from Teaching Artist and overview of class two 
2. Participant introduction and icebreaker question.
3. Recap, what did we do in class one? What is one thing you learned? 
Materials: what will we be using? 5 minutes  
1.Teaching Artist shares materials
2. Participants hold up materials they brought
Mini Activity: practice with an open objective, 5 minutes
1. What is a non-specific (open) project objective?
2. How will we create art incorporating an open project objective? 
3. Teacher demo while participants create practice 
Art Activity: Closed Objective, 20 minutes
1. What will we create?
2. Participants draw along with Teaching Artist
3. Participants finish by adding color to artwork
Reflection/Closing: 10 minutes
1. Participants share art with group
2. Write down one thing you learned.  What was familiar or what was new?
3. Teaching artist recap, welcome invitation to session three, and fond farewell
SESSION OUTLINE (#3)
Warm Up/Introduction: 5 minutes
1.Warm hello from Teaching Artist and overview of class one and two 
2. Participant introduction and icebreaker question.
3. Recap, what did we do in class one and two? What is one thing you learned? 
Materials: what will we be using? 5 minutes  
1. Teaching Artist shares materials
2. Participants hold up materials they brought
Mini Activity: practice, open and closed art making, 5 minutes
1. What is a non-specific (closed) and what is a specific (open) project?
2. How will we create a finished project incorporating both open and closed objectives? 
3. Teacher demo while participants create practice 
Art Activity: Closed Objective, 20 minutes
1. Participants create while Teaching Artist creates.
2. Participants finish artwork by combining two project approaches.
3. What are we learning  and what materials are we using? 
Reflection/Closing: 10 minutes
4. Participants share art with group
5. Write down one thing you learned.  What was familiar or what was new?
6. Teaching artist recap, welcome invitation to session three, and fond farewell
